
Vote for Your Empire Project 
As the early states and empires grew in number, size, and population, they frequently 

competed for resources and came into conflict with one another. In quest of land, 

wealth, and security, some empires expanded dramatically. In doing so, they built 

powerful military machines and administrative institutions that were capable of 

organizing human activities over long distances, and they created new groups of 

military and political elites to manage their affairs. As these empires expanded their 

boundaries, they also faced the need to develop policies and procedures to govern 

their relationships with ethnically and culturally diverse populations: sometimes to 

integrate them within an imperial society and sometimes to exclude them. In some 

cases, these empires became victims of their own successes. By expanding their 

boundaries too far, they created political, cultural, and administrative difficulties 

that they could not manage. They also experienced environmental, social, and 

economic problems when they overexploited their lands and subjects and permitted 

excessive wealth to be concentrated in the hands of privileged classes.  

In  groups, students will  play the  role  of  “political campaign workers.” Each group will be 
assigned  a  Classical  Empire  to  research and must  create a  presentation that  proves their 
empire  is  “the  best”. 
 
Each  group  member must  work within the  following roles:  

● Artist  -  Creates  the  a  final presentation or poster with  the  empire’s  name,  dates, 
along  with  a campaign  slogan and illustrations. 

● Speechwriter  -  Write a  campaign speech that  outlines  and explains  the highlights of 
the  empire  - what  makes  it  the  best! 

● Spin  Doctor  -  Explains  why the  actions of  the  empire  (even the  bad things) were 
good, as  well as  preparing responses to the  questions  other empires  may ask of  you. 

● Mudslinger - Researches and  finds  the  “dirt” on the  other  empires. They will write 
questions  for  the  other  empires  and ask them  after their presentation. 

 
On  Tuesday, September 20th, groups  will present their final  campaigns to the  class.  
 
Recommended  Ways  to  Complete  the Project:  

● Use  Google  Docs  and  Google Slides 
● Research  your assigned  topic (Artist  is responsible for gathering  materials and  assisting the rest of the 

group  as  they  gather data). 
● Create  a  document with  your name, your empire, and  your  assigned information.  You  will be graded on 

how  well you  perform  in  your  role.  
● Begin  designing  the finished product. 

 


