
Day 2: AP Historical Reasoning Skills Activity











AP Historical Reasoning Skills

• The thee historical reasoning skills 
developed by the College Board 
will have the most impact on you 
outside of this class. 

• Today we will practice them, plus 
contextualization, using non-
historical primary sources. 

• You will work in groups to identify 
which skill you think each source 
is meant to represent. 

• DO NOT BE AFRAID TO BE 
WRONG, this is meant to be 
practice and one might interpret a 
source two ways.



Try to sit with 
your group 

from yesterday!



Debrief: Document 1
Source: Excerpt from If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, a popular 
children’s book written by Laura Numeroff, 1985. 

If you give a mouse a cookie, he's going to ask for a glass of milk.

When you give him the milk, he'll probably ask you for a straw. 
When he's finished, he'll ask you for a napkin.

Then he'll want to look in a mirror to make sure he doesn't have a 
milk mustache. When he looks in the mirror, he might notice his 
hair needs a trim. So he'll probably ask for a pair of nail scissors.



Debrief: Document 2
Source: Graph from Runners World magazine, 2014. The visual 
source depicts how the authors viewed each show as put on a 
spectrum between cushioning versus amount of material used. 

Image from “Fall 2014 Shoe Guide: Stability in a Variety of 
Packages,” running shoe review guide printed in Runner’s 
World magazine, by Adam W. Chase, 2014.



Debrief: Document 3
Source: “Opening crawl” sequence from the introduction of Star Wars, one of the most groundbreaking science-fiction films, 1977.

STAR
WARS

A long time ago in a galaxy far,
far away....

Episode IV
A NEW HOPE

It is a period of civil war.
Rebel spaceships, striking
from a hidden base, have won
their first victory against
the evil Galactic Empire.

During the battle, Rebel
spies managed to steal secret
plans to the Empire's
ultimate weapon, the DEATH
STAR, an armored space
station with enough power
to destroy an entire planet.

Pursued by the Empire's
sinister agents, Princess
Leia races home aboard her
starship, custodian of the
stolen plans that can save her
people and restore
freedom to the galaxy....



Debrief: Document 4
Source: “Counting the Change,” article about digital media published in The Economist, 
August 16, 2013. 

After years of wreaking havoc, the internet is helping media companies to grow. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC), a professional-services firm, reckons that revenues for 
online media and entertainment will increase by around 13% a year for the next five years. 
Even in music, which took the biggest hit from the internet, downloads are something to 
sing about. For the first time in over a decade global music-industry revenues grew last 
year, by about 0.2%, according to the IFPI, a trade group. Online sales just about made up 
for the drop in physical ones for the first time. Subscription services, such as Spotify and 
Deezer, let people stream songs over the internet either for a subscription or free with 
adverts. Online radio is also growing. On-demand and radio streaming services raked in 
about $1 billion, 15% of the industry’s revenues in America in 2012.



Exit Ticket

Which of the historical reasoning 
skills do you believe will help you 
to analyze history more in depth?
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